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The Benefits of Giving
By Sarah Jones, Director

The holiday season is quickly
approaching. For some this
means the season of giving.
Do you need some gifts but
don’t know where to start?
Why not put the library at the
top of your list. We offer
several options.
Your first stop should be our
Friend’s book shelf items. We
have lots of items to choose
from. They are in great
condition and all items are
just for a donation. You can
decide what they are worth.
There is a wide variety. There
should be enough variety and

Try Giving Year-Round
Laura Hughes, Information Specialist

December is the month of giving. It is not just about the giftgiving holidays such as Hanukkah, Christmas, and Kwaanza.
Giving should be something we do year-round and does not
have to involve buying presents. Giving does not have to
involve using your credit card or pulling cash out of your
wallet. Giving is unlimited, timeless, and versatile. There are
plenty of ways to give in addition to gifts and money. Give of
your time to help those in need. Giving of your time also
involves using your skills. Most importantly, give out of the
goodness of your heart throughout the year.
SEE YEAR PAGE 7 …

selection that you can find
something for everyone on
your list.
Feeling in the giving spirit
than you can bring your own
magazines, or other items
and donate them to the
library. There is always room
for more donations. Books
can be given to the circulation
desk. We are always looking
for items that can be added to
our collection, if we do not
add them we use them for
outreach
at
local
organizations, the remaining
items are used for fundraising.
SEE GIVING PAGE 3 …

milk & cookies, cartoons,
finger paints and games.

COMMUNITY

December

EVENTS

PARANORMAL
READS BOOK CLUB

TEEN BOOK CLUB

Dec. 10 • 5 p.m.

Do you LOVE to read
about the supernatural or
paranormal? Then join us
for this one-of-a-kind club!
Our next book is Year One
by Nora Roberts.

FAMILY STORYTIME
Dec. 7 & 14 • 11 a.m.

Join us for storytime fun for
the whole family! For kids
of all ages and their adults.

Dec. 10 • Noon

to offer, and find new plants to
take home and try.

ASL SIGNING TIME

legendary trickster Loki, she
risks the wrath of the gods in
this moving novel that
reimagines Norse mythology.

Dec. 10 • 10 a.m. – Noon

You are invited to join us for
American Sign Language!
Meet and learn from members
of the deaf, hard of hearing,
and
alternative
speech
communities in Carlsbad.

Join your peers in reading and
discussing new exciting, and
interesting and books in this
club designed just for Teens.
This month we’re dicussing
Fangirl by Rainbow Rowell.

TEEN ADVISORY
GROUP (TAG)
Dec. 17 • 4 p.m.

TECH TIME

The teen advisory group offers
an opportunity for students in
grades 6 – 12 to have a voice
in the library!

Middle School – 4 p.m.
Dec. 8 & 15

TEEN ANIME CLUB

10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

High School – 4 p.m. • Dec. 13

Grades 6 – 12

Answer the call for adventure
with your favorite role-playing
game. We will be hosting tables
that people can use to play
Dungeons and Dragons or
other table top style games. Any
experience level is welcome.

Students can participate in a
variety of fun, educational
and
hands-on
activities,
including building challenges,
science experiments and fun
with various STEM toys.

DUNGEONS
AND DRAGONS

ADULTS

Dec. 3 & 17

BREWS & BOOKS
Dec. 21 • 6:30 p.m.

SEEDS AND
SPROUTS SWAP
Dec. 10 • 11 a.m.

Seeds,
sprouts,
plants,
cuttings, and more are
welcome in this swap. Come
see what fellow growers have
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Milton’s Brewing

Join us at Milton’s Brewing
(213 Mermod Street in
Carlsbad) for a fun group
book discussion about The
Witch’s Heart by Genevieve
Gornichec, where a banished
witch falls in love with the

TEENS

TEEN AFTER HOURS
High School Students ONLY
Dec. 10 • 6 p.m.

Come to an after-hours
lock-in at the library and join
us for Kindergarten Night.
Take a moment to de-stress
from finals and enjoy some

Dec. 17 • 1 p.m.

Come to watch anime, eat
snacks, and socialize with
friends. This month we’re
wathing Your Name .
KIDS
Pre-registration Required

BABY TIME
Ages 0 – 15 mo.
Dec. 6 & 13 • 10 a.m.

This class focuses on the
interaction between baby
CONT. PAGE 3 …

2

and care-giver. Adults will
learn a variety of bounces,
songs, rhymes, finger plays,
movement, and sign language
to use at home to develop a
baby’s early literacy skills.

TODDLER TIME
Ages 16 mo. – 35 mo.
Dec. 7 & 14 • 10 a.m.

This class introduces toddlers
to the love of books,
songs, rhymes, finger plays,
movement, and sign language.
Toddlers must come with an
adult who takes care of them.

PRESCHOOL STORYTIME
Ages 3 – 5 years
Dec. 8 & 15 • 10 a.m.

This storytime session and
facilitated play encourages the
development of young prereading skills through stories,
songs, rhymes, and narrative.

STEM CLUB
1st - 5th grade

…CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 u Giving

Dec. 10 • 1:30 p.m.

This club is designed to
stimulate young minds and
open the world of science,
technology, engineering and
mathematics. Each month we
feature a different STEM project
kit that participating students
will get to keep.

ELEMENTARY
TECH TIME
Grades K – 5
Dec. 7 & 14 • 4 p.m.

Students can participate in
a variety of fun, educational
and hands-on activities with
various STEM toys.

LEGO TIME
All Ages • Dec. 7 & 14 • 2 p.m.

Everyone is invited to attend
this exciting come-and-go
program. All LEGO bricks and
supplies will be provided for
self-directed play. u

WE WILL BE

CLOSED
DEC. 23, 24 & 26

Merry Christmas!
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Make sure to stop by sale shelves next time
you’re at the library you never know what you might find.
Want to hand make a gift but not sure where to start? We
can help with that as well. We have books that can give you
ideas for projects, or teach you a new skill. The possibilities
are endless. We offer books about cooking, baking, even
crafting. Does food sound like a good place to start? Make
sure to check in our nonfiction section 641 to find books to
help you make meals for this holiday season.
Maybe something sweet sounds better. Cake my day: eyepopping designs for simple, stunning, fanciful, and funny
cakes by Karen Tack will help ensure that your cake not
only tastes good but also looks good. If you are looking for
more variety try Baking Illustrated. This book should have
something for everyone with a sweet tooth. It includes
bread, cake, cookies, desserts, pastry, and pies.
Feeling really adventurous try making beer or wine. We
have Beer captured that includes 150 homebrew recipes
for world class beers. The wines of New Mexico by Andy
Sandersier is a tour through the wineries of New Mexico.
This can help you plan a trip around the state or ways to
cook with local wines. Both are perfect for your holiday
party or a gift for the person who has everything.
Looking for more traditional crafts. Try knitless yarn
projects, or the art of paper weaving. Another thing to try
would be making colorful crochet lace. All of these
projects would make great gifts. Crafts are also a great
way to keep kids entertained when there is no school and
it is cold outside. We have craft books for all ages. We
recommend Quick and easy Christmas: 100 gifts &
decorations to make for the festive season.
Want to try something different or more original? Why
not try to learn the piano or keyboard and give the gift of
music. Try making furniture with Made by Hand: furniture
projects from the unplugged woodshop by Tom Fidgen,
or build a chicken coop, fix a car, or make a pattern.
There are so many choices. These are just a few ways the
library can help make your holiday and gift giving season
wonderful. Make sure to stop by the Halagueno Art Park
to see the beautiful lights all month long.u
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KID’S
CORNER

Christmas Handprint Cards – Reindeer
DIRECTIONS
stock. Using a sharpie, trace
around the light bulb and
then add a small line on the
right with white paint.

1. Fold a piece of cardstock in
half. Trace the handprint so
that the folded part is at the
pinky. Glue on two googly
eyes and a red pom pom nose.

3. Glue on the light bulbs and
then use a sharpie to draw the
light strings.
4. Write a Christmas message
inside your card.

SUPPLIES
• Light brown
cardstock

• White paint

• Red, green, yellow
and blue cardstock

• Googly eyes

• Large red pom pom
• Sharpie

If you love handprint crafts we have the perfect ones for
Christmas! These Christmas Handprint Cards are the cutest
Christmas handmade cards for kids to make.

December 2022

We absolutely love how cute
and easy these Christmas
handprint cards are!
2. Draw a light bulb shape on
blue cardstock and use that
to trace 3 more light bulbs on
yellow, red and green card-

Check out the Santa or Elf
card ideas here: thebestideasforkids.com/christmas-handprint-cards u
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How to Assess Your Child’s Reading Level
It is important that children
have a wide range of books to
read from, so they can find
the right book for when they
want an easy read, or they
want to challenge themselves.
They should have options
from all difficulty levels
available to them.

If your child goes to public
school, there is a good
chance that they have a
reading level. But what about
books that are not a part of
their reading program, books
they want to read that are not
on their level, or kids that do
not have a reading program?

5. No fingers means the book
is an independent read. It
may not challenge your
child’s reading skills, but it
can teach them new and
interesting information.

Here is a simple test to see if
a book is a good fit to
challenge your child.

6. One to five fingers means
the book is at an instructional level, and it will help
them grow as a reader.

1. Find a book that interests
your child. (This should
always be the first step
when reading a book)
2. Open to a page of full text,
or an average amount of
text per page.
3. Ask your child to read the
page. They can either do
this silently or out loud.
4. Hold up a finger for every
word they don’t know or
don’t understand. They

can do this themself or you
can keep track.

how much they understand,
but you can build skills like
summarizing and retelling
that will help them in school.
You also get to have a
conversation with your kids
about their interests and
what they like to read.

For children, it is important
that books challenge them
and help them learn, but that
is not the only reason kids
read. Kids read for pleasure
just like adults. They can
read books about topics that
interest them, even if they
don’t understand the whole
thing. They can read to relax
or to go on an adventure or
to learn something new.
Don’t let a reading level
deter you from letting a child
find a book they will love. u

7. Six fingers or more mean it
will be challenging, and
they may have to stop to
ask what words mean. If
they really enjoy the topic
or story, that can be worth
occasional frustration, and
help them build inference
and research skills.
Another quick way to check
comprehension: ask them to
tell you what they just read.
Not only do you get to check
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Practice ‘Giving’ this Holiday
ByAlexis Ramirez

During the winter seasons, it is a time of giving for some
communities. Giving presents, food, or holiday cards. Giving
makes people feel happy whether it is a person that is receiving
something or if they are actually the giver. Giving is also good for
your health, even amongst the sick and elderly. For elderly people,
those that gave practical help to friends, relatives, or neighbors had
a lower risk of dying over a five-year period. One of the reasons
that giving can help is that it decreases stress.
Giving also promotes social connections and cooperation, when
you give you are more likely to be given back to. This promotes a
sense of trust that strengthens the bonds we have to others. Giving
also promotes gratitude, which is integral to happiness, health and
socialization. Giving is contagious so when a person gives they
create a small ripple effect across the communities they are in.
Kindness makes people happier, no matter the age. Adolescents
who want to help others and give more than their peers are happier
and more active. Generous behavior reduces adolescent
depression, suicide risk, abuse of substances, and many more risky
behavior. Teens who also volunteer tend to have higher social
competence and self-esteem. Generosity is a learned character
trait, it involves both the attitude and action of the act. Giving is
also a cycle, positive emotions make us more likely to give. The
more we give, the happier we are.
For those who don’t know how to be more giving or don’t know
how to start. There are many things you could do:
1. Volunteer (untraditionally) – volunteering does not mean
having to spend hours at a program or institution. Volun-

teering could be visiting an elderly neighbor or walking
your parent’s dog for them, running an errand for a friend,
Offer friends to babysit their child.
2. Performing acts of kindness – this could be big or small
acts. Holding the door open for someone, helping an
elderly person with their groceries, making dinner for your
parent(s), Give someone a nice, long hug, or even just complimenting someone.
3. Pick up a piece of trash and throw it in the trash – cleaning
up the earth doesn’t have to always be cleaning up trash
from the ocean. It can be as simple as just throwing one
piece of trash a day.
4. Donate unused items – you can clean up your house a bit,
someone else gets something they need, AND you’ll have
more space in the house. A Japanese Professional Organizer
has a simple method to help you declutter the house. Just
answer one simple question for any item in your house.
“Does it bring you joy?” If you answer yes, you keep the
item. If you hesitate or say no, you donate it or throw it out.u
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Ways to give during and long after the holiday season:
1. Gift giving opportunities:
• Give unwrapped gifts to Toys for Tots. They have drop
off stations at several locations throughout town.
• Participate in the Angel Tree program. There are trees
around town with gift tags on them. The gift tag has the
child’s name and their wish list. After you buy the
present, place the gift tag on top of the present and
return it to the Christmas tree.
2. Donation opportunities:
• Shop and donate to the charity of your choice
in one place at Amazon Smile!
• Give to a charity in memory or honor of your
loved one.
3. Give with your skills:
• Bake some delicious goodies and give as gifts.
• Make some greeting cards and mail them to nursing
home patients and military troops.
• Find a local organization that is in need of giftwrappers and be creative.

What Would You Change?
We love our Library, but are always looking to improve,
and we want your opinion. We are encouraging ALL
PATRONS who wish to have a voice in the services and
programs offered at the our local library to fill it out. This
is your chance to help us grow!
Please take a moment to fill out our
survey and let us know what you
like or would like to change about
the services we offer at the Carlsbad
Public Library. u

4. Give with your time:
• The Carlsbad Community Volunteer Network is
always looking for people to serve the community.
We have brochures and volunteer applications at the
information desk. Here’s the link for more information:
		 https://cityofcarlsbadnm.com/municipal-services/
current-ccvn-volunteer-stations/
• Our local Southeast NM Community Action
Corporation has programs that help senior citizens.
Here’s the link for more information:
		 https://www.snmcac.com/programs-services/servicesby-county/eddy-county/
“Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy. You
vote in elections once a year, but when you volunteer, you
vote every day about the kind of community you want to
live in.”- Marjorie Moore. u
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