
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF WATER AND 
SEWER COMMISSIONERS OCTOBER 15, 2020, AT 8:30A.M., IN THE 

PLANNING ROOM AT THE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 101 N. HALAGUENO 
STREET,CARLSBAD,NM 

VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT: Craig Stephens 
Fred Beard 
John Bowen 
Dennis Miehls 

VOTING MEMBERS ABSENT: Gary Perkowski 

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS PRESENT: John Lowe 

EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS ABSENT: 

OTHERS PRESENT: 

Eddie Rodriguez 

Eileen Riordan 
Ron Myers 
Joe Harvey 
Melissa Salcido 
Richard Aguilar 
Olga Ramirez 
Maria O'Brien 
Dave Romero 

1. Roll Call and Determination of a quorum 

Chairman 
Member 
Member 
Member 

Member 

Ex-Officio/City 
Administrator/Secretary 
Ex-Officio/Mayor Pro-Tem/ 
Member 

City Attorney 
Director of Utilities (9:24 leaves) 
WWTP Superintendent 
Director of Finance 
Environmental Services Superintendent 

Assistant to City Administrator 
Mod rail Sperling (via telephone) 
Balleau Groundwater (via-telephone) 

C. Stephens called roll and it was determined that there was a quorum of voting members 

2. Approval of Agenda 
The motion was made by D. Miehls and seconded by F.Beard to Approve the Agenda. The vote 
was as follows, Yes: C. Stephens, D. Miehls, J. Bowen , F. Beard No: None Absent: G. 
Perkowski. The Motion passed . 

3. Approval of Minutes of the Board of Water and Sewer Commissioners Regular 
Meeting held September 17, 2020 
The motion was made by F. Beard and seconded by J. Bowen to Approve the Minutes of the 
September 17, 2020 regular board meeting. The vote was as follows, Yes: C. Stephens, D. 
Miehls, F. Beard , J. Bowen No: None Absent: G. Perkowski. The Motion passed. 

4. Update on Draft of Revision to Wellhead Protection Ordinance by Maria O'Brien 
J. Lowe stated that M. O'Brien and D. Romero would join the meeting via telephone. M. O'Brien 
stated the Wellhead Protection Ordinance has been in effect for quiet some time. The city felt it 
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was very important to protect its groundwater resources in the wellhead, so the city enacted the 
Wellhead Protection Ordinance to address the protection of the city's wellfield. There is new 
development, and more knowledge of the area, they felt it was time to review the Ordinance. 
The main purpose of this Ordinance is to protect the City Wellfield for the citizens of Carlsbad. 
She mentioned to the board the City can regulate drilling and potential nuisances in regards to 
the Wellfield but they cannot prohibit. The Ordinance is to try to protect the City's resources for 
potential future use. They will try to clarify the technical requirements related to drilling and 
clarifying the freshwater zone. 

D. Romero stated back in 2000 when the Wellhead Protection Ordinance was developed they 
used the model from the EPA When the Ordinance was done, it did not include Tatum. The city 
felt it needed to be updated to include Tatum. D. Romero discussed with the board the current 
Wellhead Protection area and the proposed Wellhead Protection area. He gave an overview 
showing if the water is pumped for 20 years the area that it would affect or if it was pumped 1 00 
years the affected area. 

E. Rodriguez asked for clarification of where water would be coming from in the 20 year affected 
area in Tatum. D. Romero responded it is due to the direction of ground water and in 20 years, it 
shows the water will be coming from the Northside. 

M. O'Brien stated the shift in approach is not only based on updated information but also to 
correlate and to stay consistent with the wellfield protection with the city's water planning . C. 
Stephens asked if the analysis shows that in the end of 20 years would the critical area expand. 
D. Romero stated he doesn't see that the 20 area would get larger, but if you looked at 30 years 
it would. C. Stephens asked if the area was larger now than from 20 years ago. D. Romero 
stated it relates to the Aquifer structure. 

C. Stephens asked if the Tatum Wells were included. D. Romero responded yes, it is included. 

D. Miehls asked if on the critical impact zones and the significant zones if they need to mention 
the Tatum Wellfields? M. O'Brien stated they were already added. 

E. Rodriguez had a question about the Ordinance. He asked under the definition of Wellhead 
Protection area, it states depth to fresh water is generally the base of identifying formations, 
further in the Ordinance it states in the application for drilling in these areas it says confirm the 
depth of fresh water. How will that be determined? D. Romero responded when the applicant 
goes to put in a well they will assess the area; they do what is called a geology prognosis. The 
applicant will have to turn that in to the state or BLM. When they turn in an application to the 
city, they should provide all that information. That will give the city the ability to see what the 
depth of the formation is right where they are putting the well. E. Rodriguez stated he just 
wanted to clarify the city would get actual numbers and not just identification of general 
formations. D. Romero responded if the city does not get those numbers they can request them. 

C. Stephens asked why it went from three casings to two casings. D. Romero said it is the 
same number of casings. Instead of production line, it is referred to as production casing. It will 
still have two casings to protect the fresh water zone. The first casing will be right above the 
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fresh water zone. The second casing will be right below the fresh water zone. The third casing is 
listed as below the brine water, that is actually the production casing . C. Stephens clarified so 
nothing changed just clarified the language. D. Romero stated yes, it is more consistent with 
the terminology that exists today. C. Stephens stated he just wanted to make a comment. He 
stated he likes that it states, "The city shall determine at its sole discretion whether there are 
reasonable or feasible alternatives". 

J. Lowe mentioned to the board that next month he would like to have D. Romero or M. O'Brien 
available for questions when this goes to City Council for approval. He asked if the board had 
any additional questions, comments, or concerns to email him so he could have them answered 
before it goes before Council. 

F. Beard asked who had input in drafting the Ordinance. J. Lowe stated this has been in the 
works for about 18 months. E. Riordan mentioned that as their knowledge of the wellfield 
improved they felt the Ordinance needed to be updated. She stated that both D. Romero and M. 
O'Brien were at the point they had enough knowledge to take this step forward. She also 
mentioned as their knowledge improves they may have to add more updates at a later date. 

5. Utilities Department Monthly Reports and Project Updates presented by Ron Myers 
J. Harvey reported that everything is running normal; there are no significant changes. C. 
Stephens stated he noticed the wellfield is up a little. 

6. Adjourn 
The motion was made by D.Miehls and seconded by F.Beard to Adjourn. The vote was as 
follows , Yes: C. Stephens, D. Miehls, F. Beard , J. Bowen No: None Absent: G. Perkowski. The 
Motion passed . 
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