
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
DISABILITIES ADVISORY BOARD 

NORTH MESA SENIOR CENTER 
1112 N MESA 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER4, 2013 AT 10:30AM 

Voting Members Present: 

Voting Members Absent: 

Ex-Officio Members Present: 

Ex-Officio Members Absent: 

Others Present: 

Don Neighbors 
Tom Kirby 
Jesse Haas 
Michelle Tackett 
Deborah Pinching 

Charles Gray 

Patsy Jackson-Christopher, 
CRC Director 

Jerry Rimier 
Olga Ramirez, CRC Exec' Assistant 

1. ROLL CALL OF VOTING MEMBERS AND 
DETERMINATION OF QUORUM: Meeting was called to order at 
10:36 by Don Neighbors. It was determined there was a quorum. 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Ms. Tackett motions to approve the 
Agenda, Ms. Pinching seconded the motion. The vote was as follows: 
Yes - Neighbors, Kirby, Haas, Tackett, Pinching, No-None Absent -
Gray. 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM SEPTEMBER 6, 2013: Mr. 
Neighbors motions to approve the minutes, Mr. Haas seconded the 
motion. The vote was as follows: Yes- Neighbors, Kirby, Haas, Tackett, 
Pinching No- None Absent- Gray. 



.. . 

4. DISCUSSION OF CITY ACCESSIBILITY ISSUES: 
Mr. Neighbors mentioned that he attended the Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Board Meeting. He made a small presentation and the board was 
very perceptive. He said Mr. Renteria has already started looking at some 
of the issues they discussed at the last meeting. The big issue that 
continues to bother him is the steep hill by boat ramp. Mr. Neighbors said 
the concern he has is they would station someone at the top of the hill to 
assist people with disabilities to get them down to the boat. Mr. 
Neighbors said he would like to have that boat ramp addressed before 
Christmas on the Pecos. 

Mr. Neighbors said out of all the area he and the board looked at that day 
down at the beach, the boat ramp needs to be addressed. Now that is has 
been made public record as a hazard. There was one gentleman at the 
meeting that stated they have always had the ramp that way and never had 
a problem. 

Mr. Neighbors said he plans on attending the Pecos River Committee 
meeting. This committee has more input on the beach area than the Parks 
and Recreation Board. He suggested to the board to try to attend that 
meeting, they are held the third Thursday of the month. 

Ms. Tackett said parking lots are still a problem for her. She still has 
people parking in the stripped area and it is difficult for her to get her ramp 
down. She is either stuck in her van or stuck outside of the van. 

Mr. Neighbors said there is not a place downtown for rear loading. He 
said there is only one at the courthouse and it's real nice. Ms. Tackett 
said if you have business at the other end there is no parking. 

Mr. Kirby suggested getting together as a group and addressing the 
downtown merchants about installing rear loading or side loading parking. 



Ms. Rimier stated that when the motels are booked and someone is given 
a handicap room those customers think they have the right to use the 
handicap parking space. Mr. Neighbors said that is private parking and 
nothing can be done. 

Mr. Neighbors said that is the community mindset until they are faced 
with that situation they don't understand the need for handicap parking. 

Mr. Neighbors asked about approaching the businesses downtown, he 
said they have had very little response with the Disability Sensitivity 
Training. Maybe they can meet with the Chamber to discuss community 
awareness. Suggestions were to attend Friday Focus, Mr. Kirby suggest 
having the Chamber send out a letter to the business. 

Ms. Pinching said maybe they could speak at Friday Focus and they could 
suggest there about talking to the staff or merchants about the Sensitive 
Training. 

Mr. Kirby suggested making a video showing a small demonstration of 
some of the issues the board or others with disabilities have when they go 
downtown that the Chamber can hand out. 

5. SET NEXT MEETING - FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 2013 @ 
10:30 AM. Mr. Neighbors motioned to have the next regular meeting on 
Friday, November 1, 2013 at 10:30 at North Mesa Senior Center. Ms. 
Tackett seconded. The vote was as follows: Yes - Neighbors, Kirby, 
Haas, Tackett, Pinching No - None Absent - Gray. Meeting was 
adjourned at 11 :45 a.m. 

Date 


